Diabetes insipidus.
Diabetes insipidus (DI), an acute or chronic condition, results from either of two situations: An inadequate secretion of antidiuretic hormone (ADH) from the posterior pituitary gland or an insufficient renal response to adequate levels of ADH. Characterized by massive urinary output despite progressive serum hyperosmolality, hypernatremia, and dehydration, DI can be life-threatening if not promptly diagnosed and appropriately managed. Individuals with renal disease, surgical patients, and persons with cerebral trauma are at risk to develop this condition.